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Correspondence Column
Christmas (iirt In Attvnni ¦..

Hear Editor!.It Is bc;-o:nl my.'power tojexpress my appreciation of the prize whichI rocolvrd troni you uo the 24llt instant,Iu sides tiio pleasure that it will nffoid tinsthe content« «r thnt nle.o little box will J.e
very useful 111 school hours. 1 regard theprize. ns .. .'Christmas U'llt lit Advance,"Wishing' it merry Christmas and " happyNew Vear to yon nnd »11 the club. I r.?-mailt your little member.

.t. it. OC-NN1XRRAM.
V. S. 1». lt.. sRnuöloll. Vn.

Heads the 'Winde I'hrc.
D>?3.v Bdllrtr.Merry Ohrlitnmi Kilter Imid members, and o happy New Year to

every ne of you. Your 101 tor was Jnstgrand, Kdllor. 1 don't believe I -:t « !
Word eh the pn~o unread. The stories areexcellent. I am so sb"J Willy won a prize. I
I have }Ufi been ou; lo »at) tho shop windown i:ny foot In almost well), uiid think jthe character dolls ttic luicu thiuga out. .

Witli best wishes for the coming year, tnin au old membar,
HARRY 12. CllAOWICK.National Soldiers' Home, Hampton, vn.

Knj»>n Children's Pace.
lMir J%*1!tor, I send e. poehi and honi* jdruwinge. .vlilch I hope you will not putInto the w.n.ietmsk-.M. I onjoy the Olli-Idren's Potfc so much. Moat truly, yours.

.... ' MAUtitl'l A. SPARROW.Houston, IbRlfax county, Vs.
Her t at nnd Oiig 1'rts.

l>.-nr Kdllor,.t hope you will but mvlot I or*, and drawlitgj la tho paper. J ill;.. ILouise Walker's .lrnvtna.i tu--. I have two!eats Hud one dot;. Your little m-mibcr.
r.i.ii.woti iv.voN'.S. D..Klennor 1». assured that the only:

reason her drawings do not appear Is be-
ruusu they arc done, hi pencil. To be if-produrcd they must he pen nnd Ink dm»,
-.nur lti black In); en white papor. Will |Kle.onor I't n» have h"r oddresst TheISdltör wishes to rond her a badge
On the llnnnr ltotl.

Oftor Rilttor..I sucf.s all of as ii.iv» thoChristmas npjrli in us by new. I ncrtalul)hhve, und am only too anxious for Itho
next two days <.i *rboo', to l»o over with.1 atn i-oin;.- to say n pic.'e about "Christ-
mas in Indlnna." I atn On tlie honor rol'this month, ton. I averaged !nl. lam at ilia,head <.: our spelling einer, bin 1 huvc to so Ifoot to-morrow and iry to eel head again, j1 thlnlt we uro bavins tluo weather now.don't you? I must close now. with tile Ihost of wishes f.,i n happy New Year to |the club inombers. Tour caritetl member,

l.VCA V. RAXäOX.Masonic Home, Itichmond.
.Eiirehinigcd by Sucre**.
Hear Editor,.1 waj. delighted to kc; myname appear ou our its, ;o as u prlzo win-

Jier. I have not roeelxod the prize yet,but atn looking, forward to the time withfond anticipation. I am very onthuslastle
over our pugc. for It Is very educational.My recent success hat encouraged ine, tunach au extent that 1 liavo resolved to bo
more, persistent In my efforts for our pageliest year than I have been during thoprcseut year. 1 nni eleven years old und
am in the eighth grade. Christinas te ap¬proaching very rapidly, and 1 will »« grlsdwhen It arrives, for 1 expect my brotherto come home from CO)lese* 1 have nuthad the plca.-iure of seeing htm for a lone;lime. I enjoyed reading your loiter InSunday's paper very much. You voiced mysentiments exjibtly, *l would ilko to re¬ceive a ca.r-1 soon from every member of
our club. Uy thus communleatills witheach other wo become boiler acquainted.I wonder how many of our mamher» havemade New Year resolutions? I have madercvural. With meny Christmas to n::kyour member. THKl.xi.V TIOXOK.N. 11..N'o udJross slven.

C'brtslmAs Orrellns from Havana.four Kdltoiv-1 received my book herein Cuba. Tlisuk you to much, l shall al¬ways Keep it as my brut prlxe. Am nend-ins you s'uiie pictures or Cuba. My brotherHairy .sends some, too. Your dttle Iwy,liKUlU UltAXTO-N UHAY.Havana, Cuba,
An li<tere(.trd Member,
Ucur IStlltör,.I rocolved my pr.m matweek and I am perfectly delighted wl-.htho de«.- I)11:. birthday bonk. 1 appreciateis .»o much. I am so Intore*ted In tho T.l>. CV C. I wish 1 hnd more tt:no no Icould <U> more work. I am kept 0,'lltobusy .'it school, nnd I have to practice, too.I hope you nnd all the club members wi'Jhave a very lvn>ppy New Year. I reinidu

your Interested member.
JEANNETTE FREEMAN,Caiman, \'a.

A IIAITV NRW V13Alt.

"Mother, wliat makes you look so
s.td? 1 believe you ha\-e been crying.
Yes. there Is u tear In your eye.RlOUSO lell me what's the matter,"
little Mlsle. begged. Interrupting Mrs.
Carlton's rovorlu of.apparently from
the tears In her eyes.sad reminis¬
cences. How could she loll her little
child that site was weeping for her..
Klsle's.father?

it was Now Year's Kve in tho yearlscs, und Mr. Carlton had not returned
from tho war yet. Genoral Roe bad
long surrendered to Grant, and the
war had. long come to n close, but still
Mr. Carlton did not come homo. There
was only ono cause.one terrible cause'
.nnd that was that aip. Carlton must
have been numbered anr.mg tho dead.
Mrs. Carlton hud only ono .support,)

one comfort un which she could rely,
and that was her manly son, .lohn.
What could she do without him? She
sewed, it was truo, but John's salary
was her main support, and her love,
her anticipation of what he would
some Oily ho, strengthened her.
Christmas had sadly passed without

Hanta Claus visiting cither of tho chil¬
dren, which greatly gr'cvod their
mother, and no lino Christmas dinner.
as they were wont to have, wan set
steaming on the table. Rut the moth-,
er und tho two children would have
been satisfied If Mr. Carlton bud been jpresent to share, tholr scanty meal;
they would have been perfectly con¬tented.'
The worst pnrt was that it was the

end of the mouth and tho landlord
in n few days would como for the rent,
and, as )lr.i. Carlton had been refused
tyorh fit tho sowing factory, tt was im-
pOftHlblc to pay It wttl'l John's salary.
Now. with all these, sorrows Oil her|mind, how could Mrs. Cnrllon truth-

fully nnswer her dear little girl'.' Mrs.
Carlton fell greatly relieved when she,hoard the door bell ring, and Utile
Kittle ran lb Ihn door, for sho was lit jthis w.iv tor a time kept from reply-jIn;;.

'

i
"»¦ ;: mother, It is Santa clans with jevery thins nice." cxclulmod little Hisle,

nnd Indeed :. man did eiller with a
hag over hin shoulder, und With

spotiks of snow on Ilia long coat, which
allogethci reminded one of the Christ*
"mas elf.

"Oh! and. mother, Just look at the
bla turkey.' rxchiltncd John, who had
just returned from bin work.

"T.here !a some mistake," Mrs. Citri-
ton to)<) the mutt,
' "Alu'l your name Mrs. Carlton?-' he

-.: an uiltcd, to which aho assented.
"Weil, my orders wore to leave tho
things and say nothln'."

f^r:'. Carlton began to comprehend.Öh, siipposc it vvbre true! if ho only
were, alive. Oh! th<; Joy, the great joy.
The n*xt Hurprlco was tlie man With
a bag of toys of every description.
A figure mi the outa|do of the win¬

dow now moved after having seen and
heard everything that had trunspirotl
within, und entered, the. room. Oh!
the. joy. it wna lie. Tt was Mr. Carl*
Ion.

Mrs. Cnrltnn fainted in her husband a
r.rnis. but rfoon recovered, tor ninny
poople have died of sorrow, but 11 is
seldom that mie. dies of Joy.

Composed by
IRVING HAMILTON WHYTK

-lit Went Cloy Street, city.

Editorial Aodl Literary Department
The New Year and

I lie Annual Prize]
My Dour Boys ami Girls:
Tu'inurrow Is Now Year, and I hope

a happy und busy now year for us all.
huvo come,to believe that a Brent!dcttl of our happiness depends upon

our doing our work constantly amiWell, So I hope it train wo uro planningwork for the new year.
1 believe you will remember De¬cember medalists were not iiuiiounccdbecause of a delay in receiving a fresh

supply of medals. These have not yet |arrived, but I itin giving the medalists jfor both December ami January, and'
ani hoping the boy.- and girls will await Itholr arrival as patiently us may be. I.My November uuuounceinonts have to Ibe tilled ulso. I should have remem¬bered the holiday rush and gotten injmy order sooner, l shall surol> tryto avoid delays in the future.
The annual prize winners, decidedby n commlitoe, who took Inko con¬sideration service ami merit during the

entire ycur on the Children's l'ago, arcEmniu \". Chadwick n»ui Curtis' O. El¬der'.
The editor bus prospect of help dur¬

ing the year 1912 that will render the
annual prixo more advantageous than
ever before. So I trust nil my boysund girls will awake to the realization
of wiiat may be accomplished by gen¬uine and constant werk und Offort, and
begin 191" with a fresh Incentive.

YOUR EDITOR

MECH3IBEH MEDALISTS.
mi.-. Jcanncttc Freeman. Column, Va;
.lohn ii. Cunningham, Yircctnla Sellout

fur Hie llrnf suit llllnd, cure Miss
(Josh, Stniititou, Va.

.1A X T AH V M I'.DA LISTS.
Mian llebeccn Cooper. 221 Halifax Street,

I'flcrshiirc, V»,
William Mills Janes, Jr.. 2010 Floyd
Avenue, Itlchutenil. %'ti.

W l'iKK'ü l'lll/.r. wi.VNI3IIS.
.iiimi I,} rn S\ Hanson, Masonic Home,Hlcliraoad, \"n.
Mss Jeniinrlte l'lecmim, Culnian, Va,
I. Ilnmtllon Wliyto, ill liWe.it ClayStreet, city.

Tilts wiskk'S invrniiii Tons.
13roadrup, M. Hancock, Alcthu
Lloverly, Ccdrlc Hilton, Brown
llrnhvh, Krnn Hawkins, bidword
Hal ley, Itcgltiajd Holt, Itufus
Dray. It. It. Jones, W. E., Jr.
llray, Harry Knox, Eleanor
BroadTup, Helen I.ord, Kenneth
Chadwick. W. E, Lawrence, Harold
Chadwick, IS. \\ Lively, Emma C.
Collins, Nellie S. Phillips, Cabc.ll
Cunnlnghuih, J. B. Pullen, w. T., Jr.
Clarke, Julio Held, Elisabeth
Cnnody, Leslie Ilunson, I.yrn v.
Dunn, Cubriella s. Sparrow, Maggie A
Denany. Dorothy Tlgnor, Thclmn
K;der, Curtis O. Tlgnor, Helen
1''reunion, Joannette Van Horn. G.
Fisher, Harry Waiklns, Lewis
Golden. It. T., Jr. Whytc. 1. 11., Jr.
Gill, Edwin M. Wright, BorhlcoDomes, Mildred Wilklns. ßrucc.

THE DUEL bhtwbi3n PABIS AXn|
MllXKiAls.Continued,

PAItT II.
All the men were then exceedingly

glnd, but none more so than Helen's
former husband, Menelaus, who
thought that perhaps this woulj end
the tri;r.

After this 1'rlnm (Paris's father)
was summoned to tho sacrifice, which'
who to be made to Zeus. After Priam
liml left for tho sacrifice Irls dls-
pulsed herself, and went to Troy to
tho chamber of Helen and told her
about the duel, bidding her at the
snmo time to come and witness it.
Helen at once hastened with I^uodice.

flrls In disguise) down from Troy lo
where Priam and sonic other old men
wrc sitting on the wall. When sbo
came near t" him Priam called unto
her, and bade her come and sit by
him. Many questions lie naked her
about the great King'tt chiefs and ]warriors, in the line of tho Greeks
and 16 Itlm she gave answers lo them
all.
About this time the heralds brought

the sheep and wine for the sncrltlcc,
and also a golden bowl with cups ot
tile same. A herald was soon seen ap¬
proaching King Priam, whom lie lold
that both armies called for him.
Priam then went, and together King
Agamemnon, and lie made u cove-
mint with much sucrltlcoj that Purls
mid Menelaus should iighi ngaliist
against each other, and that Helen and!
her wealth should go lo the one ' ho
should win.

Hut aller the sacrifice King Priam
left for home, because lie could not
bear tu see his sun light With Mtifie-
laus. After this a space Wtis sei off
for the two. und two pebbles were put
into a liclinel and shaken, so that
whose pebble lir/i leapt, forth Should
be the first to draw hi.- spear.
Then the two warriors etinie togeth¬

er, and Paris'S spear wiis the first to
be thrown, as Ills pebble had leaped
out of the helmet first, but uponstriking the shield ot Menelaus. the
spear point bent back. Auer praying
10 Zeus Mcncluun threw bis spear,
piercing' the shield mul corselet of
Paris, who would probably have been
wounded iwid not hi' shrunk buck.
Then drawing h|s sword Mcnclatis
dealt him a deadly blow, but it only
broke In two pieces. Tiien runhing at
Paris he pelscd h-.n by the helmet and
would probably have choked him, but
Aphrodite loosed Um: Strap of the hel¬
met, end It canto oft. Menelaus at once
picked up another spear to charge on
Purin, but Aphrodite covered hint with
a mist, und hiil him away in his cham¬
ber ill Troy. Menelaus then searched,
but nil In vain, Tfir Paris, and he won¬
dered where ho could havo gono, for1
he well knew thai the. Trojans hated
him unto death, and tfiat never would
one of them have hidden hint out of
kV.idncsa.

The Km).
GAlliy KLLA SI'OONKll DUNN.

2<M FUltuorc Street, Petersburg, Va-

IIA ICH V CHADWICK.

T1IH XK\V VliAll.
Tlioro is an old. infiii who lives ..¦very-

vhcro with shy tin and hourglass, whul
mows down the yenrs us they grow
old. and ushers in llto new year. Yen
will recognize leather Tim« In litis'
description no doubt. Ills cytho Is I
ever sharp. The sund In his hour-1
glass ever running. You hud better
malic friends will! him. for he will;
some day cut you down.

It was tlie UIhi of Junuary, about]10 o'clock P. M. l-'uthcr Time was!
talking lo the old year.'who was about;to go into the past. Ills hair, was pure jwhite, and he was breathing heavily,1
us It would soon be time for his jour¬
ney Into the great unknown. Two I
men passing heard him, and one »<
marked "thill the wind moaned so sad
and dismal in the trees." Little did
they know what it was. Father Time
said he would leave old nineteen I
clvcen for a fern minutes, and soon
came back, leudtng a beautiful boy.
who resembled a Cupid. He was rosy,!
checked, healthy louking, and carried
a grip In his hand marked "1012." ft
conlralned the twelve months.

Presently tho two men came back.
"Quick!" Hultl Father Time. "Let me
hide you. for no one should seu you juntil twelve o'clock." lie ral-bed 1012]und hid him In the fohl« of his cape. I

It was now two minutes to 12.1
¦.Come," he said, "prepare for your I
journey, the lime drawn near.''

"Yes, I am going lo stay with my jFather, who Is Time."
"My son." he said to 1912, "do your I

best, as 1 have done. (live out tliu]weather us it Is In your ctiteo'ofi
months and days."

lie drew a deep sigh.
"Oood-by." he said, und whs gone. 1
Now, Year went on his way, which]was the road of minutes and hours.

"I have a short life, he whispered to I
himself. "I will do my best, then 1,
to. will take my trip into the past.''

Composed by
WILLIAM T. PULLER, .IP.

Mcherrin, Va.

Tili: LEGEM) OF TUB CHItläTMAa
TREE.

There w;is once u beautiful bill in a
far off county on whose sides was a
great and mighty oak tree. This true
stood through many great and terrible
slorms. This oak was sacred to the
great heathen god, Thor.

it war, a custom among those heath¬
ens that every year they should offer
up one of their prettiest boys. Now,
at this time, they had brought a line'
looking lad, and were getting ready
lo kill him. There w;iyt a great lire
in front of the altar, which stood near
the tree. The great hammer was lifted
high above the child's head. The
priest who hold tho hammer was Just
ready to lot il fall,when an old man.
who was known as [taint Boniface,
came forward. This man turned aside
the great hammer us u fell, und the
boy was saved. Saint Ilonlfaco then
made a speech, telling them that they
should no longer make human sacrifice;
that this' night was the blrthutght of
Christ. lie then struck the oak
mighty blows, and it fell with a great
crash.
Not far from the spot where the onk

stood was a Hille llr tree. Saint Bon¬
iface Cllt this down and gavn it to
them, and told them that they must
no longer go to their heather god. but
worship Christ, tho right and living
God. lie told them that Hie little fir
tree should bo a Christmas tree, and
that they should not go to the forest
to celebrate their feasts, but take the
tree- to their homes and public hulls

ami celebrate with merry making nnd:
praises to the living Clod'
This 1<« supposed tu he. tho origin of

Hie Christmas tree.
I.r.SUK 0. CANOUY. j

.*. t ItltlSDITS STtllt\. j
Many years ago there wan horn In

tho little tonti llethlehcm a little,
huoy. This bnby was Ihn «'brist child.
lie hin! boon promised to the people
for many years. Mnry, the baby's
mother, lived in Nu/.ltrctll, hut she had
to go with her husband, Joseph, t«>
Hctlilehem to be mounted with the
other people and to pay tuxes.
When Joseph and Mary came to

llethlehcm the inn was crowded, and
(hoy hod no where to spend the night.
They had to sleep I" a at blc. There
in tile manner the Christ child cam"
to this oarth.
"Away in u manogr, no crib lor a bed,
Th olllllu Lord Jesus lai ' down Ills

sweet head.
The stars In the blight sky looked

down where lie lay.
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the

hay.
The cattle uro lowing. life .bnby

awakes.
llul little! Lord Jesus no crying lie

makes-"
Nobody knew- of the birth but lite

shepherds who were watching their
Docks on the hillside. The shepherds
wen- afraid when they saw the bright
light. A" uiicel said unto them, "Kcttr
not. for 1 bring you good tidings of
great joy. l-'or unto you Is born tills
day a Saviour, which Is Christ the
Lord. Ami .suddenly there was a mul¬
titude of angles praising Cod. and
saying. Glory lo Cod in the hlgheBl, I
and on earth good will to men." So
I he shepherds canto ami saw the babe
In the manger. Wise men came and
brought gifts to the babe.

HARLOD LA WlllSNCH.

CHRISTMAS.

Why dn we celebrate Christmas'.'
Why do wo look forward to it as the
grandest time bf the year? Is It be¬
cause Phut then v.c havo holiday, and
shoot fireworks, nnd have all the good
things to cat v.o want? No, It Is. or
rather it should he, oecattsd on that
day we celebrate by giving to others,
tho day when IJotl nave to all of us a
Christmas sift, which is worth moru
lo us than our lives.

It wflii on the 25th of December,
more than 1900 years ago. when Cod
gave. In a little child, born In a mail¬
er. In Bethlehem of Juden, u Christ¬
mas gift, not just lo the people liv¬
ing then: but to you a:i<i me and to
all men.
The child grew and became a man.

Kor three yours lie preached and
taught lio n of the ways of God. When
He was thirty-three years old He was
.seized, brought to trial and nailed to
:t cross by wicked men who pretend¬
ed that lie was u deceiver. In making
the sttcrlllcc of His precious blood,
Christ (us we call our blessed lxird i
took upon Himself all of our sins and
infirmities, makln our .salvation
possible.
And us wo havo received this Im¬

mortal gift, wo should generously ex-
lend to all those who are in need, not
only the temporary worldly luxuries,
hut our love nnd sympathy, and above
all the plan of salvation through Christ
Jesus, whom God sent to the world as
Its greatest Christmas gift.

.1. R. CUNNINGHAM.
MY TREK.

On Christmas Kvo was bought for mo
A big and beautiful Christmas tree,
With candles uround and a star to

the top.
And a little white dog with ears that

flop.
1 bought some cherries.
And little cranberries.
And strung them on tt tree.
Now that, of course, was not for me;
For my llltln pet had none,
Ami so that one.
Was going to be for little Run.

JULIA CLARK 10.

UNDER THK .MISTLETOE.

Upon the transom hlgTi It hungSVIttiln too firelight's golden glow.
In all Its waxllho loveliness
A tiny spray ot mlsllctoo.

I
Your Captain Monroe V s ting
A friend lto'd met in years In.;ore,

Glancing around Hie vacant room
Uc saw the pice of mistletoe.

Thtn suddenly he honytf .the sound

Of girlish laughter, sofe'.and low,
And Mnudc, the daughter of nln host.
Came tripping lu the parlor door.

Maude, with her curls of auburn gold,
And docp, hl&ck eyes -whoso brll,

liant blow
Dashed on him- llltc the stars of' OaSvn

Shining" beneath the mistletoe
HAUUY CHADVVK.'K.

a.it. Soldiers; ikmit», llumntoii, Va,

Puzzle Department
Authur Pucnlcs.

'

The answer In euch oaac Is lb» huÜVo
oC u wcll-know,u mithat.

I. Is very fast lüde*:«.
To ugltntc a woupön.

:;. Red us an apple, black as m« tu,
A heavenly sign, a perfect fright.

1. A domoatlc ucrvutii.
}. A uUuig oxprceaioti.

6. A young UumcuUi; uuiuiui.
7. A fractional cJurroncy und u

heavy weight.
b. Common domestic animal and

what it can never do.
J EaNETTE fll EEM AN.

Jumbled Cities. J1. Kt'iielmoub.
2. Kytoo. jö. Ltaetucu. *:
4. Lcouu. I:». Ulkpeu. I
ij. Swoinoc. j7. Lclhd. Ib. Atneuv.
v. Iltuncpi. {1U. ltsungou.
U. Alcuhgc.,

CECftlUG Sr. BEVERLY,
Frcelltig. Ara.

A PlanthiR 1'usxlr.
1. I'luul u hi tuen und what will

come up'.'
-. I'luul a sunrise and what will

come up?
:;. Plant a box of candy and what

will come up?
I, Plant Christmas Eve. i

."». Plant the middle of an afternoon.
ti. Plant a preacher.
7. Plant olio of Cupids' arrows.
S. A kiss.

HELEN broadrup.
Lorraine, Vh. j

A Ilndy Puzsle. jI have a trunk. What is III
J have two lids.
1 have two lnfty trees.
I have some flowers.
have man:- whips wlthivt bun-dies.

I have a piece of English money.I have two students.
1 huvc two line buildings.
J have two cups. \marguerite broae-rup.
Lorraine, Va.

Pustle Questions.
1. How many President* of theÜlllted Stales were born in Junuury?Ii. Who Is tho present Vice-Presidentof the t'nlted States?
What proclamation, made by a

President of the Cnlted Blutes, ren-dared January 1, 1S63, a <lutc to b>x
remembered? I

4. What notable battle was foughtJanuary s. isi5?
r,. What American statesman and

philosopher wus born January 17. 170U7]6. What groat Virginia leader undsoldier January n>, ISO"?
',. What european Emperor January27, 185U?
8. What old English holWey falls onJanuary «?

Answers to Pnul llei'ere I'urrle.1. On the iHth of April, 177Ü.
2. In the belfry urch of the NorthChurch lower.
3. Boston.
4. Two'ivo by thp village clock.
... Ii was 1 o'clock.
6. I t was two by the village clock.7. To alarm the Middlesex farmersof tho Inluudcd British uttack.

jeanette freeman.Cotman, Vu.

Ansrrcrs to Capitals by Robert Gol-
dru, Jr.

1. Carson City, capital of Nevada.
¦i. Hartford, capital of Connecticut.:;. Boston, capital of Massachusetts..I. Indianapolis, opliui of Indiana.
U. Annapolis, capltu) of Maryland,7. Lincoln, capital of Nebraska.8. Frankfort, capital of Kentucky.:¦. Iloise City, capital of Iduho.
i:>. Sacramento, capita] of California.

HELEN broadrup.
.lennncttc l'ritnun'n Answer* to Au

thor Pussies.
Wordsworth.
Uoldsrhith,
Hart.
Littleton.
He Qiilncy.
Bacon.
Churchill.
Bunyon.
Curtis.
Proctor.
.Steele.
Browning.
1. Chaucer.
2. Taylor.
3. Holme;'. I
4. Holland.
6. Hood.
6. Burns.
7. Prior.
5. Shelley.
p. Southey. I10. Coleridge. - jBY JEANETTE FREEMAN.Cotman, Va.

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE.

In u country far away across tho
ocean the people used to bo heathen,and thought they were pleasing their;god, Thor. when they gave him one;of their best and moat beautiful boyaeach year on a certain night-
There was a hill with long, gcntloelopes, on which stood a largo and

tough ouk, which bud stood manystorms and wos sacred to Thor.
On ono night a crowd of heathen

soldiers dressed in while cumc up thohill, followed by other people, to see
n boy killed. Tho priest had a ham¬
mer In his hand, and he stood by an
altar which was beside, the onk and a
boy was kneeling by him.

.lust as the hammer was falling to
hit the boy, the holy man, Saint llonl-
faCe, came, up, turned the hammeruetdo with his cross, thus snvlug the
boy- lie then turned to the crowd
and told them of Jesus, who doesn't
want them to sacrlllco human life.
Then he knocked the oak down with
the hammer.
There was a fir tree Just behind the

oak which pointed toward heaven.
Saint Honlfucc told them to take It upand carry It to the chieftain's hall,
nnd not to go into the for:st to keeptheir fcjnsts.
This wan the first Christmas tree.

BROWN HILTON.
V. 8. D. B.. Staunton, Va.

THE BIRTH OF THE LullU,

The «ihepherdo Kept watch over their jflocks.
For it was In the night,

And they wore near Bothlohom.
A alar gave them light

The angel of tho Lord appeared.
And told them the news.

In the city of Bethlehem
Is Christ, tho King 01 the Jews.

They coino Into Bethlehem
And found Him in tho manger;

Thoy saw Ills mother, Mary;
They worshiped tho Tittle stranger

,. ilAtiOIlO A; SPARROWU

cun'iis «. elder,

Til LI.M A TIOMMI.

it. c. goi.re.v, .nu

HERRN UROADltL'P,

THE STOUY OF CHRISTMAS. '*

Once it long time afio there ||v<
a family composed of only two. Thj
name of the wife was Mary and of
the husband Joseph- T,.is was a poor
family. Tney didn't have riches like u
(Treat many people of to-day have./They didn't havo such as a great many
pcoplo of that day. it was prophe¬
sied that a Christ child should be born.
This child w.ia to be horn in the liltlo
town of Bethlehem. Mary uti.] Joseph
lived cit Nazareth.

Onr.o a year oil the people of that
country had to pro to Bethlehem to bu
counted and to pay their laxes. Mary jrode to Bcthlchcn on a donkey, while
Joseph walked besld.i her, leaning on,
a cane. The inn was filled when
Joseph got there. Tho yar t was full, tf
too. There happened to he :t stublu
near by. More i.lary und Juscpn fouiuL-
lodging. Ther were mung:rs hero for[;
tho horses, sheep and cattle. In aV
manger a little child was born. This),
was tho Christ child, tho Saviour ot
th- world. lie crtmo to us as V-n havot
seen In this huinblo dwelling. Tho,
father and mother wondered why tho''
chTifl was not born to soino King or-
ofllcbr. TVIty shottlu «t be that this
child should be born to them? It was
to show um Hütt Cod cared us much
for the poor ot this earth as ltd did
for the rich.
Shepherds saw a brlglit plar in the

East; then they knew tin tho Christ
child had come, nnd they arose anil
followed the star. It led thorn to tho
mutiger. They went ill ..... found tho
King who had been bo long promised.

HiSNRY FISUER.
V. S. D. B., Statin ton, Vn.

GOD REST YI3, MERUY (iK.\TI,KMEX<

God rest yc. merry gcntlomen; lei
nothing you dismay,

For Jesus Christ our Saviour was born
on Christmas Day.

The dawn rose o'er Bethlehem, tho
stars shown through the gray

When Jesus Christ our Saviour wasj
horn on Chrtstmus Day.

God rest yc, little children; let noth¬
ing you affright.

For Jesus Christ your Saviour was
born this happy night.

Along the hills of Galilee tho whlto
flocks' sleeping lay,

When Christ, tho child of Nnznrotbi
was born on Christmas Day.

God rost yc. all good Christians, upon
this blesuod morn.

The Lord of all good Christian» won
of a woninn bom;

Now all your sorrows He doth licnl,
your sins Ho. takes tin ay,

For .Tcuub Christ, our Savlous was born
on ChristnmB Day.

Soloctcd by LEVy;fS V/ATIfTjks,
528 N Twettty.-flfftt «t.,' Rlchmohtt, Va,


